THE LADIES

COMPANION. 8l

“ ANGELINA S FAINTED!*

—_—

THE talk was of Hottentots—

“Don’t speak of ’em,” cried Miss Angelina Daffy.
“1'm certain of it~—if I were only to look at a Hottentot,
I should faint—I must faint.”

¢ Fiddledee,”" said Miss Lillywhite; and there was a
hush—a pause in the conversation; for when Miss Lilly-
white exclaimed ‘ Fiddledee,” it behoved thoughtless

oung ladies to look to themselves. Now, Miss Daffy
Kad a great talent for fainting. Perhaps the talent was
originally a mnatural gift; nevertheless, it could not be
denied, that a frequent and earnest cultivation of the
endowment had brought it to perfection. Miss Daffy, at
one minute’s notice, could faint at any time, and upon
any subject. She could faint at either extreme of the
day—faint at breakfast, or faint at su%per; could faint
with equal beauty and truthfulness, whether the matter
to be fainted upon were a black beetle, or a blackbird—a
bull or a bullfinch. She had wonderful powers of syn-
cope ; though, it must be allowed, like most folks haunted
with a despotic sense of their own genius, she now and
then employed it a little out of place. Vanity, however,
is a human weakness, For a philosopher, to his own
satisfaction, has proved, that the peacock takes no pride
in its own effulgent glories, but, all unconscious of their
beauty, spreads them because it was ordained to do so;
and after all, had Miss Daffy been philosophically exa-
mined upon her proneness to faint, she would have attri-
buted the habit to no self-complacency, but to the simple
but inevitable truth that she was made to faint. She
would not have recognised any beauty in the art of faint-
ing, but merely the natural consequence that to faint was
feminine. Eve, she thought, was made for sal volatile.

Miss Lillywhite was a spinster of seven-and-forty.
“] am six—seven—eight-and-forty, next birth-day,” Miss
Lillywhite would blithely observe, as the year might be.
And this gay veracity was the more pleasing in Miss Lilly-
white, inasmuch he might have passed for forly;
nay, had she s wer 5o little. for 1t she might have
got off with six-and-thirty at most—o happy, blooming
{ illywhite, like a truos Englisk-
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wiiss Lillywhite was an old schoolfellow of Mrs, Dafiy’s,
and was passing the Christmas-time with her early friend
and family. Now Angelina Daffy—a pretty. creature,
with more goodness in her than she dreamt of—had, as
we have indicated, this weakness ; she must faint: and
carrying out this will, as a first principle, she had duly
fainted through the whole round of the holidays, She
had " fainted at snap-dragons on Christmas-eve—fainted,
very . emphatically fainted, when surprised under the
mistletoe on Christmas-day-—fainted when the bells rang

in [860—and fainted, dead as a stone, as a nervous guest
declared, when prevailed upon to crack a don-don on
Twelfth-night. * Angelina’s fainted!"” had become house~
hold words in the homestead of the Daflys.

And so, can it be wondered at that the ingenuous Miss
Lillywhite, at this last threat of Angelina’s, to faint at a
Hottentot—should rebuke the maiden with more than
ordinary vivacity ? 'The truth is, Miss Lillywhite had
been much provoked : even on the previous Sunday, when
Angelina had menaced to faint at the clergyman—a very
handsome, meek young man, who preached a maiden
sermon with great promise of preferment—Miss Lillywhite
could only scold the maiden into firmness, by threatening
to give her up, unattended, to the care of the beadle.
Therefore, when Angelina, returning to her weakness,
expressed herself ready to go off at the very look of a
Hottentot—therefors, all previous provocation considered,
can it be wondered at that the patience of Miss Lillywhite
fairly exploded with—* Fiddledee?” We think not;
and take up the stitch of our little story.

“ Fiddledee,” said Miss Lillywhite.

Miss Angelina looked surprised—amazed—and gradually
became very deeply wounded. At first, she raiseﬁler eyes
towards Miss Lillywhite as though doubtfal of the truth
of her impressions : but the set, stern features of Miss Lilly~
white—if you can couple the expression of sternness with
the thought of a clear, bright open face, bright and elear i
Dresden china—convinced Angelina tﬁat 1t was the lady
visitor who had really spoken. What, under the new and
gainful circumstance, could Angelina do? Why, she fell

ack upon the strength of her weakness: she instantly
made an ostentatious preparation to faint. Her eyelids
were slightly tremulons—she swallowed one sob—her
neck took one swan-like curve, and—and, in another
second, there would have been the old, old cry of the
house of Daffy—*¢ Angelina’s fainted!”

But—

Miss Lillywhite jumped from her chair, and resolutel
passing Mrs, Duffy, made direct to the sufferer, who, half
conscious of the attempted rescue, was fainting all the
fester, “ Angelina,” cried Miss Lillywhite, with a resto-
rative shake, “this is affectation—folly—hypocrisy—
nangense 1

Miss Angelina Daffy opened her orbs; and in a moment
sat npright, with her prettily cut nostril dilated, and the
tenr that was coming into her astonished eyes almost
frozen, and indeed, altogether, in such a state of amaze-
ment that she must—no, she would not faint; it was not
& time to faint, when so cruelly offended.

Miss Lillywilite drew her chair beside Angelina, whe
wns every moment hardening in dignity. “My dear
| ehild,” said Miss Lillywhite, “you must give up fainting
| —it "3 gone out of fashion.” .

" 4 ['ashion, Miss Lillywhite! Do you think that feel-
inga"'— . 5

% Fiddledee,” again repeated Miss Lillywhite; and
Angelina sternly resolved not to say another word to so
sirange a person—to so unpolite & visitor. .Angelina
crossed her arms in resignation, determining—since her
mamma wonld not interfere—to suffer in silence. Miss
Lillywhite might be rede—might say her woust.

¥ When I was eighteen, yoor age," snid Miss Tilly-
| white, *and that, my dear, is nearly thirly years age, I
uspd to faint, too, Ienjoyed fainting very moch ; indaoed,
.My dear, T question if ever you take greater pleasare in
| 1aanting than 1 did.”
“Pleasure ! ”* exclaimed Miss Angelina, Who could
' remain dumb under such an imputation§ |
« Oh, I know all about it—pleasure, my dear,” said the
remorseless Miss Lillywhite. * You see, it gave me a
little consequence ; it drew upon me general notice; it
made me, as it were, the centre of a picture ; and it was
a pleasure—not a healthful one, certainly, but still a plea-
sure—to enjoy so. much sympathy about one. To hear,
whilst I was in the fit—I don’t know, my dear, whether
you hear, when fainting, quite as well as I did—to hear
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expressions of concern, anid Pil‘.}*. and admirmiion, and—do
you hear them, distinetly 1" Angelina could not answer
snch a question : she eould r.m'l{ look lightning—harmless,
summer-lightning —at Miss Lillywhite, who inexorably
eontinued, 1 can confess it now—I used to enjoy the
excitement, and therefore went off upon every reasonable
opportunity. It was vary wiong, hut there toes something
pgll'n.-\'mt, exciting in the words * Miss Lillywhite 's fainted!’
Uk, 1 can remember them, my dear, i though it wes only
yostenday.  Hut, my love" sabl the erael spinster, inking
the youug mail’s Baml between her own, acd lodking so
benignly, and speaking so sweetly—"*hut, my love, we
nm{ faint nnee teo ofton.’

Anpeling. was very much offended—deeply hurt that
Miss Lillywhite shoeld for & moment associate her own
st alfectalion with the renl exisling weakness than and
thera before her. MNevertheless, there was such quistoes,
such truthfulness, and withal such an air of whim in the
looks, and words, and manner of the elderly epinster, that
the young one gradeally resigned herself to har monitress,

3o may faint ance oo often,” repeated Miss Lilly-
white, nad she sighed; and thes her costomary smile
beamed about her, * Of this dreary fruth am I o sad
cxample”

“ Youl Miss Lillywhite |" said Angelina,

“ Ligten,” sail the old maid, *'Tis a ahort story; but
worth your hearing. When I was nineteen, [ wai aboul
1o be marded. About, did T say 1 Why, the day wes
fixed ; [ was in my beidal dress; at the aliar; the ring,
the wedding-ring st the very Lip of my finger, when''—

“ Marey ma! ™ cred Angelina, " what happened ?°

“ [ fuinted,” snid Aliss Lillywhite, and she shook her
huad, and a wan smile played about her lips.

W And you were not marrded, because yon fainled 7"
said A E{i‘l:ln, much swakenad to the subject,

# Az have confessed, it was my weakness {o faint apon
all occasions. [ enjoyed the interest that, as I thought
fninling est nboot mo, My lover often Jooked coldly——
suspicionsly ; but love conguered his doubis, and led him
triumpbantly Lefore the pamsen,  Well the marringe-
sorvice was begun, and"—

“ Lo go on," cried Angelina,

“ Aol in a few minutes [ should have been a wife, when
I thought I must faint. It woold seem very bold of me
in siteh a situation not to faint. 1, who had fainted on so
many occasions, nob to swoon ot the altar wauld have been
nwant of sentiment—aof proper fecling, on s awll an
ocension, VWith this thought, I folt myself fainling rapidly ;
and just as the bridegroom had touched my finger with
the ring—I went off ; yes, my dear, swooned with all the
honours.'

Y o po on,* again eried Angelina.

“*As T swooned, the ring slipt from ihs bridegroom's
fingers, fell upon the stove, and wes rolling—rolling—to
drop through the aperiure of the stove that, from below,
pduiitted heat to the church, when—though ewooning—1
womehow gaw the donger, and, io stop the riog, put forth
my foof e

AWl exclaimed Angelina

oo lnte—1the ring relled on—disappeared down the
chimnay of the stove,—and then I fninted with the preat-
ot fidelity. Harishorn and sel eelatils cams to my aid,
1 wns restorod—bot where was tharing?  "Twas haopeless
to seek for it Hall-nedozen other rings wers proflered
hut ne—it would be an evil omen—there would be ng
happiness, if T were not wedded with my own ring. Well,
search wns made—and time Aew—and, we were lata at
chureh to begin with—nnd the ring was not found when
the church-elock struck twelve."

#Wall 1" gaid Anpelina,

ONWElL " wighed Mre. Lillywhite, * The clergyman,
clusing his bosk, said, * It is past the canonicsl hour ; the
parlies canmot ke married to-doy ; they must coma again
le-morrow."" 7

“ Dieeadful !* exclaimed Angelina,

" We returned home ; my lover vpbraided—-I retorted;

we had a shocking quarrel, and—and he left the house to
write me a farewell letter. In a week he was on his
vayage lo India; in a twelvemonth he had merded oo
Iuilinn Indy, as rich g5 an idol, and I—after thirly yeurs
—am §till Caraline Lillywhite, spinster.”

It is very strange. From the time of the above narra-
tiva there were two words never again breathed beneath
the rooktren of the Daffys, And these unuottersd wonds
wers—

 Anpelina‘s fainted " Beo Rimso Hoon,
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Letters on PPhosical Geography.

By Proreddon ANSTED

PRI,

My pean Mps. Lovpow,—Most people are awara thal
amongzt the materials of which limestone and other recks
are mada up, there are ineluded o multitnde of shells and
other remaing of animals which it is only reasonpble to
suppose were once living in the sea and became buried
in mud, and afterwards turned into stone. A plance at
the macble slabs from Derbyzhira or Devonshire will
eatisfy nny one that a large part of the substance of anch
malerial i8 due to the organie world ; bot thers are soma
curious facts bearing u the aceumulation of wch

apments which the study of existing natore very beauti-
fully illostrales, Dhave thought that a stalement con-
carning these might Erﬂ'-‘e internsting to your readers.

A very eminent and eareful German naturalist, M. Ehren-
barg, has Inid open to us the existence of n world of
minute enimals, Invisible to the unassisted aye, bul pro-
duging, beyond a doubl, the most imporlant and even
sometimes the mest gigantic results, E.E'Eh.e.m little ores-
tures, sometimes u.‘.quEﬁ animaletlss from the smallness of
eir dimensions, are s very small that hundveds might,
if so inelined, and without any inconvenionce from crowid-
ing, dance and hald their Christmas revels on the head of
a pin; a small bead would be to them & world, and n
drap of water o vost ocenn. Dot little as the space may
be which thay require, their territory extends over the
broad seas from the Arctic to the Antarctic Polz, and they
range throughout the belt of water that resches from
Eurape to America, and from the Indian ocean to the
enstern verge of the Pacifie, Thousands ceoupy a singla

int of water, and the imsgination shrinks from ealon-
ting the number of thoss myrinds whe maks op the
inhabitants of oor globe.

That sech ereatures play an imporlant par io creation
no one familine with the geneml appearnnce of nature
will, for 2 moment, doubt; and one of our.most distin-

ished fallow-countrymen, Professor Uwen, has very

appily soggested that they cateh the last fregments of
decomposing animal and vegetable matter Lefore thess
vanigh into thin air, and thes bring back to the realms of
life that which has already served to support vitality, and
which was on the peint of falling hack into the minsral
Isingdnm. Thus the mysterions cirele of existence appoary
to be kept up in its ecomplete and pecfect form, and the
great Author of nature, ever careful to prevent the un-
necossary extinalion of his highest work on earth,—that
of orgamisation—has erented whole rmees on the extreme
confines of the vast kingdom of animated beinge to receive
and collect and re-prepare for higher purposes the decaying
particles of other heings.

Lika a very large r]{.rrupnrl.inu aof animals the animal-
cules possess and exert the power of separating from the
waler a certain quantity of stony matter which it always
containg, With this they make for themsolves solid and
very often flinty cases of infinite minutencss and perfectly
traneperent, but often delicately marked and peculiar to
{he race. Some live in the open kea, athers near shore,
others apain in fresh-water, and many in moist casth;
and the cases or skelalons which they construct remain




